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difference to electors who are not fanatics whether
Mr. X. or Mr. Y. is seated on the parliamentary bench,
as long as the Chambers can take no important de-
cision against the will of the people, and as long as
we have the referendum by which we can reject the
laws we do not like. It is really of no matter to us
whether the Chamber is composed of this or that
party, for it does not govern us. We ourselves are
the sovereigns of the country."

The supporters of proportional representation and
the men who have dabbled in electoral intrigue
generally attribute the difference between the result
of the referendum votes and the result of the elec-
tions to the gerrymandering of the constituencies,
which are always created on party lines.

"All these explanations/' an old journalist told me
one day, "do not satisfy me at all. I am utterly
at a loss when I think of the contradictions of the
electoral body. If a fortune could be made at my
profession in Switzerland I would start a competi-
tion, and offer a prize to the man who should give
the most complete and satisfactory answer to that
question."

To us it appears quite as remarkable that a legis-
lative assembly should be able to remain in power
after having received such a stinging rebuff from the
electors. It is certain that, in a country with a
parliamentary system, a popular vote similar to
that of^ nth May would have brought about the
c^ssolution of the Chambers within forty-eight hours.
In Switzerland the disagreement between electors
and elected does not produce such serious results.
" To submit to the sovereign and to obey him seems